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1. IN A SPEECH TO THE SENATE ON OCTOBER 3, FOREIGN MIN- 
ISTER WILLESEE REVERSED THE GOA'S POLICY OF NON-INVOLVE- 
MENT IN THE TIMOR CRISIS BY OFFERING TO HELP ARRANGE 
DECOLONIZATION TALKS IN AUSTRALIA. THE STATEMENT WAS 
IN REPLY TO LEFTIST ALP SEN. GEITZELDT'S CALL FOR THE 

GOA TO RECOGNIZE FRETELIN AS THE DE FACTO GOVERNMENT IN 
EAST TIMOR. 

2. SENATOR WILLESEE SAID THAT THE GOA DEPLORED THE 
FIGHTING IN THE BORDER AREAS AND BELIEVED QTE THE SO- 
LUTION TO THE PROBLEMS IN PORTUGUESE TIMOR SHOULD BE 
SOUGHT THROUGH PEACEFUL MEANS FREE OF INTERNATIONAL 
INTERVENTION. END QTE. THE GOA WAS PREPARED TO PROVIDE 
THE LOCALE FOR TALKS TO DETERMINE JUST WHAT THE PEOPLE 
OF EAST TIMOR WANT. IN A CAUTIOUS REBUKE OF INDONESIA, 
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WILLESEE ADDED THAT QTE INDONESIA HAS BEEN TOLD OF OUR 
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VIEWS IN THIS REGARD AND URGED TO PURSUE HER INTER 
ESTS THROUGH DIPLOMATIC MEANS. END QTE. 

3. COMMENT: THE FOREIGN MINISTER'S STATEMENT MARKS 
A RELUCTANT CHANGE IN THE GOA'S PREVIOUS POLICY OF 
NON-INTERVENTION IN TIMOR WITH TACIT GOA SUPPORT FOR 
A GOI TAKE-OVER. AS NOTED IN REFTEL, THE ALP LEFT 
HAS BECOME INCREASINGLY CRITICAL OF THE GOA'S TIMOR 
POLICY. PRESS REPORTS WIICH INDICATE THE POSSIBILITY 
THAT FIVE AUSTRALIAN JOURNALISTS WERE FIRST SHOT AND 
THEN BURNED BY INDONESIAN SUPPORTED FORCES IN TIMOR 
HAVE HEIGHTENED THIS CRITICISM. THE ALLEGED RE- 
FUSAL OF ANTI-FRETELIN FORCES TO PERMIT AN AUSTRAL- 
IAN OFFICER INTO THE AREA TO EXAMINE THE BODIES FURTHER 
AROUSED SUSPICIONS AND PUBLIC REACTION. THE GOA'S 
ACTION OFFERING AUSTRALIA AS POSSIBLE SITE FOR TALKS 
ON THE TIMOR PROBLEM WAS PROBABLY THE MINIMUM THE GOVERNMENT 
COULD TAKE TO PLACATE THE ALP LEFT. PROTESTS AND 
OPPOSITION WILL BECOME GREATER AS THE EXTENT OF GOI MILI- 
TARY INVOLVEMENT IN EAST TIMOR BECOMES KNOWN. THIS 
WILL PRESENT THE WHITLAM GOVERNMENT WITH A MOST UN- 
WELCOME, POTENTIALLY DEVISIVE ISSUE DURING A PER- 
IOD OF DOMESTIC POLITICAL CRISIS. 
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